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Murder Charge Filed Against Man Accused of Causing Fatal Wreck While Fleeing 
Police                       

Grand Jury hands up indictment 
 

County Attorney Andrew Thomas announced today that Berry Williams (2/23/62) has been indicted in 
connection with a fatal crash that happened February 1, 2010. 
 
According to the probable cause statement filed by Phoenix Police, Williams fled police after allegedly 
stealing beer from a convenience store. The probable cause statement states that Williams continued to 
flee even after marked patrol cars ended the pursuit. Police allege Williams ran a stop light at 19th Ave. 
and Baseline and crashed into a car, killing 27-year-old Abel Abebe.  
 
On February 11, 2009 a grand jury indicted Berry on the following charges: 
First Degree Murder, a class 1 dangerous felony 
Second Degree Murder, a class 1 dangerous felony 
Unlawful Flight from a Law Enforcement Vehicle, a class 5 felony 
Endangerment, a class 6 dangerous felony 
Unlawful Imprisonment, a class 6 felony 
Shoplifting, a class 1 misdemeanor 
Deputy County Attorney Charity Collins is prosecuting the case. 
 
Thomas stated, “Those who flee police put the entire community in danger. The defendant’s actions as 
alleged by police needlessly claimed the life of a college student.” 
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